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Why a Training of Trainers on Human Rights Education with Children?  
 

The Council of Europe launched a Programme “Building Europe for and with Children” in 2006 
with the objective of formulating policy guidelines and establishing good practices in promoting 
children’s rights and standing up against violence against children. In 2007, a first training course on 
human rights education with children took place as a contribution of the Directorate of Youth and 
Sport to the Council of Europe Programme that follows an integrated approach. The follow up and 
recommendations produced as a result of this course led to the development of another training 
course on human rights education with children that will take place in October this year and focus 
more on training trainers, using COMPASITO as a focus. 

 
The Convention of the Rights of the Child has been ratified nineteen years ago and accepted by 
almost every state. This, however, does not mean that children’s rights are respected everywhere. 
Children are young citizens and ‘right-holders’ of the present and are competent in formulating 
solutions for many problems in their life. It’s up to the adults around them whether they have a 
chance to express their wishes, participate in decisions and learn from their own experiences. 
However, children, such as adults need competences to be able to formulate and express their 
interest and have an impact on their own life and their community. Educational programmes, such as 
human rights education help both adults and children to work with each other in partnership in this 
direction. Human rights education with children is an educational process that builds on children’s 
active participation by which they learn about human rights and understand human rights’ issues and 
understand that they are rights-holders themselves. They adapt and apply these rights in their 
specific context. Through human rights education children acquire skills and abilities to be able to 
defend human rights and develop attitudes of respect of equality and dignity. 
 
Human rights education should start at the earliest possible age. This is why ‘COMPASITO  – a 
manual on human rights education with children’ was developed in 2007. The development of 
COMPASITO was also proposed and supported by those people working on human rights education 
and used COMPASS – a manual on human rights education with young people’. In recent years the 
Directorate of Youth and Sport has accumulated an undisputed experience in human rights 
education. COMPASITO builds on the philosophy and educational approaches of COMPASS  and 
this firm educational experience.  
 
The training course will focus on COMPASITO – a manual on human rights education with children. It 
presents background concepts essential to human rights education as well as practical activities 
and methods for use in both non-formal and formal educational contexts. Building on 
accumulated experience of non-formal education and youth work, this manual focuses on an  
age group of 7-13 year old children. COMPASITO and the training course on human rights education 
with children primarily target trainers and educators working on human rights education with 
children in non-formal and formal educational settings.   

 
Overall aim of the course 
 
To develop the competence of trainers to integrate and develop practices of human rights education 
with children in non formal and formal educational contexts, using Compasito as a starting point. 
 
Objectives of the course 
 
·  To introduce COMPASITO (the manual on human rights education with children) as a tool for 

working on human rights education with children; 
·  To develop the participants’ knowledge and competence in key concepts of human rights 

education with children; 
·  To familiarise the participants with the approaches and activities of COMPASITO and how to best 

use it and adapt it to formal and non formal educational contexts and realities; 



·  To discuss and develop the essential competences, skills and attitudes needed for trainers of 
human rights education for children; 

·  To enable participants to develop activities and programmes for further working on human rights 
education with children, at local, national and European level; 

·  To prepare activities for disseminating COMPASITO at local and national level; 
·  To contribute to the development of a pan-European network of trainers on human rights 

education with children. 
 
Methodology of the course 
 
The training course will introduce and be based on COMPASITO – a manual on human rights 
education with children. The working methods of the course will facilitate the exchange of 
information and will provide training for the development of new competences. The experiences of 
the participants will serve as a basis for reflection and discussion of good practice. Contributions by 
participants and invited experts will give a broad picture of existing theories, initiatives, projects and 
approaches to work with children on human rights education. Inputs and discussions in plenary 
sessions, thematic working groups and workshops on different approaches to human rights 
education with children will provide further knowledge and understanding of the issue. A particular 
emphasis will be put on exchanging non formal educational practices and establishing links between 
the fields of formal and non formal education.  
 
COMPASITO, the manual on human rights education with children will be extensively used 
throughout the course. COMPASITO documents different methods, educational approaches and 
practices used in human rights education with children. Furthermore, COMPASITO contains practical 
activities and thematic material needed for this type of work. 
 
Prof i le of participants 
The course will bring together 30 participants who are: 

�  Active trainers and educators who are working directly with children and are strongly 
interested in developing their competence in training and running human rights education 
projects with children.  

�  Professionals or volunteers active in human rights education projects who are interested in 
developing their competencies in working with children. 

 
In general all applicants should be: 

�  actively involved within children, youth or human rights non-governmental organisations, 
associations and initiatives OR within relevant governmental organisations, schools, 
institutions and agencies in Europe; 

�  motivated to contribute to the course and share experiences in the field of human rights 
education with children; 

�  experienced in non-formal education practices; 
�  in the position to act as trainers or multipliers in organisations, schools and projects at local, 

national and European level after the course; 
�  able to work and communicate in English or French; 
�  committed to attend the full duration of the activity. 

 
Languages 
 
The working languages for the course will be English and and French, In order to better adapt the 
course to the actual language needs of participants, all candidates are requested to state in their 
application forms all languages that they can work in comfortably. Candidates must have sufficient 
understanding of one of the working languages in order to comprehend and complete the application 
form without assistance from another person. 
 



Preparatory team 
 
The programme of the course is designed and conducted by a multicultural team of experienced 
trainers. These trainers are experts in the fields of human rights education, working with children 
and training, some of them recruited from the DYS Trainers’ Pool. Other experts, if needed, will 
support the preparatory team. 
 
Application, procedure and selection of participants 
 
All candidates must apply online using the online application form available at 
http://coe.opencontent.it/ . 
 
The preparatory team will select thirty participants on the basis of the profile outlined above. It will 
try as far as possible to respect the organisations’ priorities, while also ensuring a balance between 
gender, geographical regions, different types of experience, cultural backgrounds and organisations, 
institutions or projects. A waiting list may be established. Candidates will be informed by 10 
September 2008. The accepted candidates will receive the course documentation directly from the 
European Youth Centre Budapest.  
 
Deadline for applications 
The application form must be submitted online at http://coe.opencontent.it/  by 21 August 
2008. 
 
Financial and practical condit ions of participation 

 
Travel  expenses 
Travel expenses and visa costs are reimbursed (upon presentation of the relevant receipts) according 
to the rules of the Council of Europe. Only participants who attend the entire training course can be 
reimbursed. Payment will be made either by bank transfer after the course, or at the end of the 
course in cash (in Euros). 
 
Accommodat ion 
Board and lodging are provided and paid for by the Council of Europe at the European Youth 
Centre Budapest.  

 
Enrolment fee  
An enrolment fee of 55 Euros is payable by each participant. This amount will be deducted from the 
amount to be reimbursed for travel expenses or paid at the EYC Budapest during the course. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

           Human rights education  and   
                                    the promotion o f human dignity  

 
Since 2000, the Council of Europe Directorate of Youth and Sport runs a Youth Programme on Human 
Rights Education, aiming at mobilising young people and those working with young people for human 

rights education. This programme focuses on the promotion of equal dignity for all and on the 
universality, indivisibility and interdependence of human rights. The programme consists of various 
educational, training and policy development activities and includes the production of educational 

materials, the creation of practitioners’ networks and co-operation activities with a variety of partners 
from the political, social and educational spheres. Since 2006 the programme developed further to work 

with educators working with children. 
  
 

 
 
 

 

 



 

Training Course for Trainers on human rights education 
for children “A”  

European Youth Centre Budapest, 12-19 October 2008 
 

APPLICATION FORM 
Please type and return by email or write in capital letters and return by post or fax. 

Use only the space provided. Append all additional information at the end of this form. 
 

 
1. Personal data 
 
Name: 
 

Sex:  �  Male  �  Female  Age:   Nationality: 
 
Working languages (Please specify all your working languages): 

�  English        �  French                         Others (specify): 
 
 
2. Contacts 
Postal address (street, number, city, postal code, country): 
 
 
Telephone:     Telefax: 
 
Mobile telephone:                                            E-mail: 
 
 

3. Organisation or institution  

Name: 
Postal address: 
Telephone:      Telefax: 
E-mail:   Web-page: http:/www. 
 
Please describe briefly the scope and activities of your organisation, school, initiative or institution in relation to 
work with human rights and/or human rights education and how it’s related to children. Please attach additional 
information to this form as necessary. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Your role in the organisation / institution: 
 
 
 
 



4. Previous experience 
What type of training have you received in human rights education and human rights education with children ? 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Have you applied for, or attended, any other training course of the Directorate of Youth and Sport or of any 
other service of the Council of Europe in the past three years? (If yes, which one(s)? Please specify whether just 
applied or actually participated): 

 
 
 
 
 
 

5. Relation to the themes of the training course 
What is your personal/professional experience in relation to training? 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
What is your personal/professional experience to work on human rights education with children? 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



6. Motivation and interests 
Why would you like to participate in this training course? 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 



7. Training needs and follow-up 
What would you like or do you need to learn during the course? 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
What is the role of this Training Course in terms of your professional development? 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
How do you plan a follow-up of this course?  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



9. Visa  
- If you need a visa for Hungary, please indicate: 
 

- Your date of birth 
 
- Your passport number 
 
- Place and date of issue and date of expiry of your passport 

 

 
 
 


